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Capt. Digby Dent's Defence, 


BEG Leave, before I enter upon my 
Defence, to give a general Relation, 
to the Court, of this Expedition, in order 
to lay before them a clearer View of every 
thing that paſſed, relative to it, than can, 
at once appear in the Courſe of the ſeparate 
Examination of the Eyidences; tho', in 
doing this, I ſhall not aſſert any thing 
which the collected Teſtimony of the Evi- 
dences, ſpeaking to different Facts, will 
not authoriſe, excepting ſuch Facts as are 
drawn from the Rear-Admiral's Orders and 
Letters; the former of which (viz. his Or- 
ders) I ſhall firſt have Occaſion to make men- 
tion of, that the Rear-Admiral's Motives, 
to the Attack of St. Jago, and the Prepara- 
tion for it, may appear to the Court; and, 

I hope, that the Obſervations I ſhall have 
Occaſion to make, concerning them and 


his Letters, when I enter upon my De- 
B fence, 


V 


fence, will, together with ſome other Re- 
marks, founded on the Declarations and 
verbal Orders of the Rear-Admiral, and 
on the Circumſtances that attended the 
whole of this Proceeding, juſtify my Con- 


duct to the Court. 


Tux Order 1 received from the Rear- 
Admiral, to put his Majeſty's Ship, under 
my Command, in a proper Condition for 
the Attack of Se. Jago de Cuba, was dated 
the 13th of Febrnary, 1747, and given in 
Port Royal Harbour at Jamaica, and is as 
follows : i Whereas, from the Informa- 
4 tion I have received of the weak Con- 
« dition of St. ago de Cuba, I have, in 
2 Conjunction with Governor Trelawney, 
c reſolved upon attacking it with the whole 
e Force of the Squadron under my Com- 
* mand, and the Marines, and Part of his 
% Regiment: You are therefore hereby, 
required and directed, as ſoon as we 
© come within Sight. of the Iſland of Cuba, 
10 to put his Majeſty”: $ Ship under your 
« Command, in a proper Condition for 
ec, the Attack ; and, as the Entrance of the- 
0 Harbour is very narrow, and oftentimes. 
10 Ships, i in going in, from the Heighth: 
« of 
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« of the Land, on the Eaſt Side, are be: 


« calm'd, or have little flattering Breezes, 
« you are to have your Long Boat upon 
<« your off Quarter, with a Stream Anchor 
« and two Hawſers in, and all your other 
Boats manned, ready to tow her out, to 
« drop it, for your warping in, ſhould 
ce the Breeze happen to fail you, and to 
* have your Stream Anchor hanging at 
« your Gun-room Port, and the Cable 
* coiled in the Gun Room, ready to let 
ce go, to caſt her, or ſteady her againſt the 
% Battery, ſhould there be Occaſion. And, 
in Caſe of your wanting any Boats to help 
* you, you are to hoiſt a Dutch Enfign at 
the Mizen Peek, and fife a Gun on your 
ce off Side, when every Ship is hereby 
* ſtrictly enjoined to ſend them imme- 
5 diately to your Aſſiſtance. And, as the 
Harbour is fo very narrow, that the 
* Smoke of your Guns might not only hin- 
e der your own ſeeing how to get in, but 
« alſo the next Ship to you, you are to 
«« give ſtrict Command that not one Gun 
* is fired till your Ship is properly an- 
* chored and placed againſt the Battery.“ 
As the remaining Part of this Order can no 
Way relate to the Juſtification, or Con- 

| +B: demnation 
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demnation of my Conduct, I ſhall not trou- 
ble the Court with it ; but ſhall proceed to 
mention a Declaration made by the Rear- 
Admiral, at a Council of War held on the 
Morning of the Day on which the Service 
was. undertaken. The Subſtance of this 
Declaration was, That he (the Rear-Ad- 
miral) was able to acquaint the Captains 
that the Port was then entirely open, of 
which he wiſh'd them Joy; the fame 
Morning, perceiving ſome Veſſels laying 
acroſs the Harbour's Mouth, which he 
ſuppoſed to be Fire-Ships, he gave Di- 
rections to the ſeveral Captains, and to my 
ſelf among the reſt, to furl our Fore-ſails, 
before we entered the Harbour, to prevent 
their being fired (our Main-fails, by his 
Order, being furled before ;) and he fur- 
ther directed, That the fire Grapplings and 
fire Engines, and Buckets of the Squadron, 
thould be put on board my Ship, in order 
to preſerve her from the Effects of the Ene- 
my's Fire-Ships. | : 


Tnus provided, and the Wind being 
fair, at about two o' Clock in the After- 
noon of the 2gth of March 1748, being 
then off the Port of Sr. Jago de Cuba, 
and to the Eaſtward, I made Sail in his 
| Ma- 
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Majeſty's Ship the Plymouth, in order 
to enter the Harbour and attack the For- 
tifications, in Purſuance of Orders receiv- 
ed (a Diſpoſition and proper Signals hav- 
ing been made by the Rear-Admiral 
for that Purpoſe) and very certain I 
am, that the moſt ardent Inclinations, as 
well on my own Part, as, to all Ap- 
pearance, on the Part of every Officer 
and Man in the Ship, were not wanting, 
to have diſcharged our Duty in a Man- 
ner becoming Britiſb Seamen. Captain 
George Blyke, of his Majeſty's Navy, 
(who a little before this Time was re- 
turned, in a Flag of Truce, to Jamaica, 
after having been taken Priſoner into 
St. Jago de Cuba, in one of his Majeſty's 
Veſſels of War) was fent on board the 
Plymouth, to adviſe and aſſiſt, not 
only as a known good and reſolute Of- 
ficer, but likewiſe as a Seaman that might 
have ſome Skill particularly touch- 
ing the Navigation of that Harbour, and 
who had alſo an Order to command the 
Ship in Caſe of my being taken off or diſ- 
abled. There was alſo ſent on board 
me, Capt. Willis (who had formerly been 
in the South Sea Company's Service, and 
FO: fre- 
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frequently employed between Jamaica 
and St. Jago de Cuba, where he was de- 
tained for a confiderable Space of Time, 
after the firſt breaking out of the War 
with Spain ;) I had at that Time, on 
board me, a Spaniard (who had been 
Pilot of a Privateer Galley, fitted out 
from Str. Jago, and had been taken, in 
that Galley, by the Yager, Capt. For- 
reſt, while Vice-Admiral Davers com- 
. manded at Jamaica, by whoſe Order this 
Pilot had been kept on board the P- 
mouth, where he then remained.) Up- 
on Mr. Knowles's diſcovering his Inten- 
tion of going to S/. Jago, I mentioned this 
| Man to him, whereupon the Admiral was 
pleaſed to examine him, and he, toge- 
ther with Governor. Trelawney, declared 
they had not received from any one, 
whom they had conſulted, a more cir- 
cumſtantial Account relating to that Place 
and its Fortifications; and it was accord- 
ingly determined, by them, to employ 
him, promiſing him Reward and Protec- 
7 tion ſuitable to his active Fidelity. After 
1 | making Sail, we paſſed cloſe under the 
1 high Land, to the Eaſtward of the Har- 


14 
145 bour, and near the Battery called the 
1 | Tie ve 
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Twelve Apoſtles, mounted with that 
Number of Cannon; and being come 
near another ſmaller Battery, of five or 
- ſeven Guns, we were in a Poſition of 
having a full open View of the Har- 
| bour; in this Situation, whilſt J was, 


with the Spaniſh Pilot, attending to the 
Navigation of the Ship thro' that hazar- 
dous Channel, Capt. Blyke came and 
- acquainted me that there was a Chain 
- acroſs the Harbour's Mouth, and at the 
ſame Time added, That he judged it 
impracticable to force an Entrance; and 
obſerving me to heſitate, on ſuch his 
Declaration, (ſtruck as T was with ſo 
unexpected an Incident) he reiterated, 
with ſome Quickneſs, his Opinion of 
the Improbability of forcing a Paſſage 
with the Ship, thro' ſo many Obſtacles 
as then appeared, urging me withal to 

come to ſome ſpeedy Reſolution in the 
Matter, for that, a longer Deliberation 
might render a Retreat, however neeeſ- 
fary, abſolutely impracticable; and the 
Spaniſh Pilot, upon hearing what Capt. 
Blyke and Capt. Willis had ſaid upon the 


Diſcovery of the Chain (the latter of 


whom aſſerted he had ſeen it) declared, 
<4 That 
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That it would be a vain, unſucceſsful 
Attempt ; and that, if I perſiſted in it; 
I muſt take it upon myſelf, and at my 
own Riſque, as he would no longer 
take upon him the Charge of the Ship. 


Whereupon, I thought myſelf obliged 
to (and did accordingly) order the Helm 


to be put hard to Starboard, and to wear 
the Ship out again; even then eſcaping, 


. very narrowly, from her being deſtroyed 
on a Ledge of Rocks on the Weſt Side 
of the Harbour. 


Tux Rear-Admiral having ſent ſeve- 
ral of the Ships Boats to attend on the 
Service, I ſent Lieut. Bickerton (on whoſe 
Courage and Conduct I knew I could 
rely) to ſee and direct the cutting of 
the Cables and Faſts of four Veſſels 
(which appeared as Obſtructions in our 
Way) in order to let them ſwing over to 


the Weſtward and Leeward Side of the 


Harbour, and to make thereby a clear 
Paſſage; (the largeſt of which Veſſels 
was a Ship of about four or five hundred 


Ton, and was moor'd Head and Stern 


acroſs the Harbour's Mouth, within the 


Chain, and ſeemed placed there to be 
5 ſet 


1 

ſet on Fire, and to choak up the Paffage 
into the Harbour ;) and Lieut. Bic- 
kerton, in the Worcefter's Barge, be- 
ing got in further than my Ship, ſaw 
the End of the Chain on the Shore, 
as did the Coxſwain, and many of the 
People, in that and the other Boats at- 
tending this neceſſary Part of the Ser- 
vice. All which, Lieut. Brickerton re- 
ported to the Rear-Admiral. 


Wu the Plymouth was wore, I 
diſpatched Capt. Blyke to the Admiral, 
to inform him of every Circumſtance 
which had occurred; and I went on 
board him myſelf, as ſoon after as the 
Plymouth was got off at ſuch a conveni- 
ent and ſecure Diſtance from the Shore as 
T thought requiſite: The Rear-Admiral, 
at the ſame Time, made a Signal for 
all Captains, who came on Board about 
the Time I got there, The Admiral, 
at firſt, ſhewed a Diſapprobation of my 
Conduct, treating the Chain acroſs the 
Harbour as a Chimera, tho ſeen and 
atteſted by ſo many different People; 1 

C then 
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then told him, That 1 thought it fy 
Duty to act as I did; but, as po Wind 
was ſtill fair, I was ready and willing, 
if he pleaſed tocommand me, to attempt 
forcing an Entrance at all Events, and 
Riſk of every Kind whatſoever; to 
which he anſwered, He was much ſur- 
prized that I ſhould propoſe it and 
\ thereupon Capt. Taylor offered his Ser- 
vice to lead, in the Elizabeth, provided 
the Ship's Powder was taken out. I 
thought this a very odd Propoſal, and 
thereupon ſaid, That I knew Capt. Tay- 
lor would not chuſe to lead any where 
that I would not willingly go before 
him: However, nothing was done, or 
ordered by the Rear-Admiral to be done, 
afterwards, in order to attempt forcing 
the Chain, or renewing the Attack (tho' 
ſeveral Means were talked of at the Time 
when the Captains were on Board the 
Rear-Admiral on my Return) except 
that Capt. Taylor, in the Eligabetb, ſtretch- 
ed in towards the Harbour, but no Diſ- 
poſition was made for any of the Squa- 
dron to follow him; and, altho' the Wind 
was as fair the next Day, for the At- 

tack, 
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» tack, yet the Rear-Admiral did not think 


proper to renew it, but went away with 
Part of the Squadron to Jamaica. 


 Havins, thus, laid before the Court, a 
particular Account of this Tranſaction, which 
Relation, I beg Leave to aflure them, is, 
to the beſt of my Knowledge and Recol- 
lection, ſtrictly true, I now aſk Permiſ- 
fion to add, that, if the Rear-Admiral, 
at the Time of the Expedition, really 
thought me ſo culpable, as to attribute the 


Failure of his Succeſs in the Undertaking 


to my Miſconduct, it would, certainly, 
have been more candid in him to have call- 


ed a Court Martial directly, and have tried 
me on the Spot, where every Fa& and 


Circumſtance attending the Tranſaction, 


was recent in the Mind and Obſervation 


of all the Officers in the Squadron; and 
while Capt. Willis (whoſe Evidence I am 
now deprived of) was there preſent : But, 
inſtead of that, he took me back with 
him to Jamaica, with the reſt of the Squa- 
dron; from whence he, ſoon afterwards, 
ſent me Home to England, with a con- 
ſiderable Freight, without ever acquaint- 


ing me, or even intimating, or giving me 
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the leaſt Reaſon to imagine, that he had 
any ſort of Inclination, or Intention, to 
make any Complaint againſt me to the 
Board of Admiralty here; but was, in all 
Appearance, well ſatisfied with the Ac- 
count I had given him, in Juſtification of 
my Conduct, from the Information of 


Capt. Blyke, Lieut. Bickerton, and my Of- 


ficers, with reſpe& to the Obſtacles found 
at the Entrance of the Harbour: Notwith- 
ſtanding which, the Rear-Admiral thought 
proper, privately, to write to the Board, 
the two Letters of the 6th of April and 
18th of November, 1748; the ExtraQts 
of which have now been read to the Court, 
as the Foundation of this Inquiry; I ſay, 
Mr. Knowles wrote thoſe Letters privately, 
becauſe he did not ſignify to me his Pur- 
poſe of complaining againſt me, nor had 
I any Account, from the Board, that he 
had wrote any Complaint of that Kind, 
until the 1oth of January laſt, after I had 
accidentally got Information thereof, and 
had applied to their Lordſhips, deſiring to 
be acquainted with what the Rear-Admi- 
ral had wrote to my Diſadvantage ; who 
were thereupon pleaſed to indulge me with 
the before-mentioned Extract from his Let- 

ter 
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ter of the 6th of Abril; ſoon after the Re- 
ceipt. of which, I did, by Letter, acquaint 
their Lordſhips of the whole Tranſaction, 
and defired that my Conduct relating to 
the Expedition at Sr. Jago, might be in- 
quired into; and on the 28th of January 
laſt I received a Letter from the Board, 
informirig me of the Subſtance of the before- 
mentioned Extract from the Rear-Admi- 
ral's aforeſaid Letter of the 18th of No- 
vember, together with Notice to prepare 
for a Court Martial when he came Home, 
which it ſeems Mr, Knowles never intend- 
ed me to have, ſince, in a Letter from him 

to the Board, of the 27th of July laſt (in 
| anſwer to one of mine, defiring that he 
might exhibit his full Charge againſt me) 
he is pleaſed to fay, That, heretofore, 
e he never, in any of his Letters, deſired 
* me to be tried for my bad Conduct there 
« (which he had good-naturedly over- 
* looked, and perhaps to a Fault, and 
e generouſly put ſeven or eight thouſand 
* Pounds in my Pocket) but ſince he 
« finds me ſo vindicative, he does now 
* earneſtly entreat their Lordſhips will di- 
rect my being tried,” 


How 
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How far the Rear-Admiral was from 
overlooking my bad Conduct, as he calls 
it, will appear from his Letters, which 1 
ſhall have Occaſion to take Notice of, in 
the Courſe of my Defence : But if it is 
true, that he had declared, in them, every 
thing he now alledges againſt my Conduct 
(which he is pleaſed to ſay was bad) and 
if he did not defire that I ſhould be tried, 
nothing can be inferred from thence, 
but that his Intention was, privately, to 
ruin my Reputation with the Board of Ad- 
miralty, without allowing me an Oppor- 
tunity of having an Enquiry made con- 
cerning my Conduct. — But I could not, 
patiently, ſubmit to lay under the Cenſure 
and Reflection he had endavoured to throw 
upon me: I, therefore, applied to their 
Lordſhip's Juſtice to have an Enquiry made 
into the Matters by him laid to my Charge; 
and ſhall now, with the Permiſſion of the 
Court, proceed on my Defence againſt this 
Accuſation. 


Captain 
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Complaint made againſt him by 
Rear-Admiral Knowles. 


S no regular Charge againſt me, 
on this Occaſion, has been de- 
| livered to me, altho' I did repeat- 
edly apply to the Board of Admiralty, de- 
firing that the Rear-Admiral might deliver 
his full Charge againſt me; but could 
only. obtain, for Anſwer, that Mr. Knowles 
had, by his Letter of the 27th of Fuly laſt, 

ſignified that he had nothing more to ſay 
about me than what he mentioned in his 
Letters from Jamaica, of the 6th of April 
and the 18th of November 1748 (Extracts 
of which Letters have been tranſmitted to. 
me from the Board) I preſume, I am to 
conſider the Accuſation againſt me to be 
founded on the Matier contained in thoſe 
Extracts, and ſhall, therefore, ſtate them 
exactly as I received them from the Secre- 
taries of the Admiralty, viz. 


Extract 
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Extra# of a Letter from Rear- Admiral 
Knowles, to My. Clevland, dated Corn- 
wall, in Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica, 


the 6th of April, 1748. 


N my laſt, from Port Louis, I ac- 
 quainted their Lordſhips of my In- 
« tentions to proceed to St. Jago de Cuba, 
c which I did; and, on the 28th of laſt 
* Month, being before the Port, and hav- 
e ing made a Diſpoſition for the Attack, 
<« fo ſoon as the Breeze ſet in, which was 
e about two o'Clock, I made the Signal 
« for the Line; and Capt. Dent, who led, 
% having advanced near the Harbour's 
* Mouth, and finding a Ship and ſome 
* Veſſels moored acroſs it (to my great 
« Surprize) wore round with his Ship, and 
* came out again, without ever attempting 
* to force it; which obliged the Cornwall, 
ce who followed next, to do the ſame 
* (though he had paſſed the Fire of the 
« grand Platform, and without receiving any 
« Hurt ;) When ſent for him on Board, 
he acquainted me that his Officers called 
* out to him, There was a Chain acroſs, 
* and Veſſels hauled up, in the Sandy Bay, 


e to ſet them on fire, which threw his 
tc Pilot 


"II 

+ Pilot into Confuſion, and he would not 
te take the Charge of the Ship any longer. 

“80 ſoon after, as it was poſſible, I ap- 
e pointed the Eliaubeth, Captain 7. aylor, 
* to lead; but before he could get in, it 
te was late, and the Breeze failed, ſo no- 
* thing could be done further that Night. 
From theſe Difpoſitions; which the Ene- 
% my had made, we plainly found they 
* had gained Intelligence ef our Deſign, 

* and the Weather not preſenting fair 
e the next Day; to make a ſecond Trial, 
c and ſeveral Ships being diſabled in their 
% Maſts at Port Tonis 1 judged it moſt 
«expedient to ſend them in to refit, and 
« difpoſed-of the others a Cruizing, till a 


© morefavourable Opportunity offers.“ 


Extract of a Letter from Rear- Admiral 
KNOWLESs 40 the Secretaries of the 
Admiralty, dated at Jamaica the 18th of 
Wen 1748. 


OVERNOR Trelawny, and 
- myſelf have greater Reaſons than 
ce ever to be concerned for our Diſappoint- 


* ment at St. Jago, having received cer- 
_* tain Accounts of the defenceleſs, diſ- 
EW * treſſed 
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© treſſed Condition the Place was then 


e jn; and that the Governor and all the 


Officers looked upon it as gone; for in- 
* ſtead of Captain Dent's imaginary 


4 Booms, Chains, and Fireſhips, 0 they 


te had not three Lengths of Match in the 


ee Place, and the Gun Carriages and Plat- 


cforms were ſo rotten, that of the five or 
ce fix Guns they fired at him, two broke 
« down; one killed the Man that fired 


. * it, and the other's Thigh was broke; 
. * nor would they have fired three Guns 


ec more had he gone on; indeed he could 
« not have had even the Fire of thoſe five 
cor fix, had he not returned back upon 


ee the Viſion of a Chain, Cc. for he had 


< paſſed by them: But allowing a Boom, 
e or any other greater Difficulty, to have 
te been in the Way, after he had ſollicited 
e me ſo ſtrongly to lead the Van, he 


e 'qught never to have returned back: A 


«© gdod Officer would have thought the 
« more Difficulty to encounter the more 
*© Honour ; but he has given the Publick, 
« as well as myſelf, Reaſon to regret his 


< Inſtability,” 


THis 


1 

Tus oblique Method of Accuſation is, 
I apprehend, entirely contrary to the Prac- 
tice of the Navy, and muſt, neceſſarily, 
put the Party accuſed, under more Difficul- 
ties than he would have to encounter, in 
anſwering to a direct and regular Charge, 
in which Light theſe Extracts can never 
be conſidered, as it appears, plainly, from 
the Rear Admiral's own Letter, to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, of the 27th of 
Fuly laſt, that he did not, himſelf, think 
them ſo, ſince he, therein, ſays, © that he 
* had never, in any of his Letters, deſired 
te me to be tried, which, ſurely, he could 
have failed to have done, if he imagined 
that he had exhibited a regular Charge a- 
gainſt me, unleſs ſuch Charge, he thought, 
would better anſwer his Purpoſe, than 
putting it upon Proof ; for, certain I am, 
that Tenderneſs to me could not have been 
the Motive to withhold him from defiring 
my Trial, fince, if it had, he never could 
have ſuffered ſo much Bitterneſs and Ran- 
cour to have dropt from his Pen, concern- 
ing me, as is found in his Letter to the 
Admiralty of the 18th of November, 1748, 
though he is pleaſed to fay, in his Letter 
of the 27th of July laſt, before mention- 

D 2 ed, 
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ed, © that ” had, good naturedly, over-. 
L looked, and ; Le to a Fault, my bad 
Conduct; f this was the Caſe, it mg 
appear very Fr that, in the ſame 
Letter, he ſhould detto me to be tried, 
and in another Letter, of the ſame Date, 
which I had an Extract ſent me) declare 


e that he had nothing more to ſay about 


« Capt. Dent, than what he had acquaint- 
te ed heir Lordſhips with, in his * Er of 
* the 6th of April, and 1 8h of Nevember, 
* 1748, in which he faithfully told them 
* the Reaſons of the Squadron not ſucceed- 
© ing at St. Jago. —By theſe two Letters, 
of the ſame Date, it appears, that the Rear 
Admiral had good - naturedly overlooked 
my bad Conduct, and that he had ac- 
quainted the Admiralty with every Thing 
that he had to ſay againſt it, If the Rear- 
Admiral had, hitherto, overlooked my bad 
Conduct, that is, had not taken any No- 
tice, or ſaid any thing of it to my Preju- 
dice, and had nothing more to ſay than 
what he had before ſaid, it follows, that 
he neither has complained, or does com- 

plain of my Conduct, or, on the other 
Hand, if he has complained. of it, he moſt 
certainly did not, good-naturedly, overlook 
90 5 
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it, unleſs it ſo happened that, when he did 
complain. of my Conduct, he did not know 
he had done it. If this is the Caſe, he has 
deſired me to be tried upon a Complaint he 
does not underſtand to be one; or does he 
deſire I may be tried for my bad Conduct 
which he had before ovetlooked? How 
comes it, then, that when their Lordſhips 
directed him to let them know the whole 
of what he intended to exhibit againſt me, 
he refers them to his Letters of the 6th of 
April, and 18th of November, as con- 
taining the Whole of it, fo that this bad 
Conduct of mine, overlooked by the Rear- 
Admiral till after the Writing of theſe 
Letters, is to be looked for, if it can be 
found at all, in thoſe very Letters. I ſhall 
therefore, now, beg leave to proceed to an 
Examination of their Contents, that I may 
diſcover what I am therein charged with, 

or wherein my bad Conduct appears, or 
whether it be true that the Rear-Admiral 
has averienked 1 it. 


Tus firſt of theſe two Letters, (viz. 
that which was wrote on the 6th of April,) 
I ſhall, as well from its having been wrote 
immediately after the Return of the Rear- 
Admiral 
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Admiral from the Expedition in Queſtion, 
as from the Order it ſtands in, Firſt conſi- 
der In this Letter Mr. Knowles is 
pleaſed to ſay, That Captain Dent, who 
* led, having advanced near the Harbour's 
Mouth, and finding a Ship and ſome _ 
<« Veſſels moored a-croſs it, did (to the 
«« great Surprize of the Rear-Admiral) 
<« wear round with his Ship and came out 
% again, without attempting to force it.. 
The Court will be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
the Reaſon given for my Return without 
attempting any Thing, is, that I found a 
Ship and ſome Veſſels moored a-croſs 
the Harbour : But who was it authorized 
Mr. Knowles to give this as the Reaſon ? 
Not me, Iam ſure; and no one elſe could. 
But, a little lower down, as if he had for- 
got what he juſt before ſaid, he mentions 
the true Reaſon that cauſed my Return, 
When I ſent for him on Board, (ſays Mr. 
© Knowles) he acquainted me that his 
c Officers called out to him there was a 
* Chain a-croſfs, and Veſſels hauled up in 
e the Sandy Bay to ſet them on fire, which 
«© threw his Pilot into Confuſion, and he 
* would not take the Charge of the Ship 
* any longer,” - And what Obſer vations 

11512 does 
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does Mr. Knowles make upon my having 


paid a Regard to the Declarations of my 


Officers and Pilot? He does not ſay he 
was greatly ſurprized at it, or that the 
Reaſons I gave were not weighty enough 
to juſtify my Return; No, his Surprize 
was at my Wearing on finding a Ship and 
ſome Veſſels moored a- croſs the Harbour's 
Mouth, that is, his own Imagination, 
had formed a Reaſon for my Conduct, 
which was not a true one; and, on that 
Reaſon, his Surprize was founded. If the 
Rear-Admiral had ſent the former Part of 
his Account, touching my Conduct, to the 
Admiralty, before he had heard the latter, 
which contradicts it, in that Caſe, I appre- 
hend, his Imagination would have been 
too active, in declaring that, poſitively, 
which he could only gueſs at.—For, 


though he might not ſee any other Ob- 


ſtructions than the Ship and Veſſels, to 
prevent my forcing into the Harbour, yet, 
it would not have followed that no other 
Obſtruction was there; and, if he had 


been pleaſed to have recollected, he might 


have remembered, that before I left his 
Ship in the Morning, thoſe Veſſels were 
diſcovered, and that in Conſequence of 


ſuch 


* 
. « 
- — 
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ſuch Diſcovery, he had directed the 
to furl my Foreſail to prevent their firing 
of it; therefore, he could hardly ſuppoſe 
that my Return was occafioned on find- 
ing what I had found before I led on to 
the Attack ; but, when he had found that 
my Conduct was influenced by other 
Reaſons, which he makes mention of 
in his Letter to the Admiralty, it is; ſure, 
very extraordinary that he ſhould inſert in 
the ſame Letter, the Product of his own 
Imagination, in Oppoſition to a confeſſed 
Truth ; but, as the Rear-Admiral is gi- 
ven to overlook Things, that may account 
for it; or, perhaps, as there was manifeſt- 
ly a ſtrong Tendency in him to fix Blame 
on me, and as he could not find it in the 
true State of the Fact, which may be pre- 
ſumed from his not having done it, he 
therefore thought proper to cook up a 
Conduct, which was none of mine, and 
put it to my Acccount, and afterwards 
be ſurprized at it; but as it is ſometimes 
remarked that Gentlemen, of warm Ima- 
ginations, have their Underſtandings run 
away with by them, ſo it appears, in this 
Inſtance, as if this had been the Caſe of 


the Rear-Admiral, or elſe, ſurely he 
would 


a8 1 
would have ſuppreſſed the Mention of 
theſe Facts that, ſo effectually muſt deſtroy 
the Workings of his Invention, I fay, ef- 
fectually deſtroy them, for that they cer- 
tainly did, in the Idea of the Admiralty- 
Board, I ſhall beg Leave to take Notice 
to the Court, appears by the Anſwer Mr. 
Clevland was ordered by their Lordſhips 
to give me, upon my Application to them 
for the Account Mr. Knowles had ſent 
them of the Expedition againſt St. Jago 
de Cuba, the Words are as follows, 
* Their Lordſhips in Return, command 
* me to ſend you the incloſed Extract of 
* a Letter from him (that is the Rear-Ad- 
* miral) containing the whole Account 
e they have heard from him of that At- 
* tempt, by which you will perceive that 
* he attributes it (that is the principal 
* Cauſe of his Diſappointment) to the 
* Confuſion of your Pilot, and his refu- 
* ſing thereupon to take Charge of the 
“ Ship any longer.” Whatever then of 
Blame the Rear-Admiral intended to in- 
timate againſt me, in his firſt Letter, 
thoſe Inſinuations were ſeen through, and 
diſregarded by the Admiralty ; for the one 


I have mentioned, is not all that is thrown 
E out 
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out in it; nothing of Blame is indeed 
directly laid to my Charge; but I believe 
the Court will think it is, by Implication, 
in the latter Part of the Rear-Admiral's 
Letter, where he ſays, © So ſoon after as 
it was poſſible, I appointed the Eliaa- 
* beth, Captain Taylor, to lead; but be- 
* fore he could get in, it was late, and the 
% Breeze failed, ſo nothing could be done 
* farther that Night.” Any one who 
reads this Account will, I believe, readily 
imagine, that the Rear-Admiral had di- 
rected another Attack to be made that Day, 
by the Squadron, which was to have been 
led by Captain Taylor, in the Elizabeth; 
but this was ſo far from being the Caſe, . 
that not one Ship, beſides the Elizabeth, 

received any Order to ſtand in for the Har- 
bour ; ſhe, indeed, ſtretch'd in, to make 


I ſuppoſe, Diſcoveries, if ſhe could, and 


whether ſhe made any, or not, I never 
heard. If ſhe did, I preſume they con- 
firmed the Reports I had before made, 
fince no Attack was afterwards attempted, 
though the Rear-Admiral ſeems again to 
inſinuate, towards the Cloſe of this Letter, 
as if he had intended to make one the 
next Day; his Words being, And the 

« Weather 
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t Weather not preſenting fair the next 
% Day to make a ſecond Trial.” —Here. 
again, unluckily for what the Rear-Ad- 
miral throws out, he declared that very 
Evening, ſoon after my Return, in Words 
to this Effect, that ſhould he make a ſe- 
cond Attempt and not ſucceed, as Mr. 
Vernon with ſo large a Fleet and Army as 
he had with him thought it not a practi- 
cable Scheme to attack it by Sea, he 
ſhould be brought into great Diſgrace, as 
if his Motive to the Undertaking was in 
Pique to Mr. Vernon. Add to this, the 
Reſult of the Conſultation of Captains, 
which were ſummoned by Signal from 
the Rear-Admiral; which was, that a 
further Attempt on the Harbour was im- 
practicable; and therefore, all Expedients 
that were propoſed, were rejected; and 
one of them, which was offered for eut- 
ting away the Boom, or faſtening of the 
Chain, was rejected by the Rear-Admiral ; 
neither is this all that I have to obſerve, 
in Oppoſition to what the Rear-Admiral 
infinuates of his Intention to have made 
an Attack the next Day : What I ſhall firſt 
take Notice of is, that on that very Morn- 


ing, whilſt the Water was ſmooth, and 
E 2 beiore 
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before the Sea Breeze came in, the Boats 
were employed in moving the Rear-Ad- 
miral's Things from the Canterbury, on 
board the Cornwall, as the former Ship 
was going a Cruize, and in the latter he 
went to Jamaica. Nor were any Orders 
given to the Captains of the Squadron, to 
hold themſelves in Readineſs for making 
any farther Attempt. And, Laſtly, I do 
take upon me to aſſert, that if an Attempt 
had been intended by the Rear-Admiral 
to have been made that Day by the Squa- 
dron, that the Weather was ſo far from 
being an Impediment to it, that it was 
much better for that Purpoſe, than it had 
been the Day before ; the Sea-Breeze be- 
ing freſher, and the Wind as fair; for ſure- 
ly, if a Ship was to have been employed 
in forcing the Boom, it muſt be moſt eli- 
gible to have a freſh Breeze to do it with, 
eſpecially to get into a Harbour, the En- 
trance of which the Rear-Admiral, in his 
Orders for the Attack, ſays is very narrow; 
and adds, that oftentimes Ships in going 
in, from the Heighth of the Land of the 
Eaſt Side, are becalm'd, or have little 
flattering Breezes, and ſo true is that Ob- 
ſervation, that when I ſtood in, though 

IG the 
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the Breeze was very freſh in the Offing, 
yet a little a-head of where I was when 1 
wore, there was a flat Calm. 


From the Circumſtances I have men- 
tioned, I preſume, it appears an undeniable 
Fact, that the Weather was not the Cauſe 
the Rear-Admiral did not direct another 
Attempt being made upon St. Jago de Cu- 
ba; it may be aſked then, What was 
the Cauſe? The only obvious Reaſon 
ſeems to be this, that the Rear-Admiral 
judged it impracticable, from the Diſpo- 
ſitions which the Enemy had made; and, 
therefore, he abandoned all Thoughts of 
any farther Attempt; but, perhaps the 
Admiral's Letter, though evaſively and 
confuſedly wrote, may ſhew, 1f it ſhews 
any Thing, that the Reaſon I have given 
was the true one, why he did not direct a 
ſecond Trial to be made; His Words are, 
from theſe Diſpoſitions, which the Ene- 
 * my had made, we plainly found they 
te had gained Intelligence of our Deſign; 
and the Weather not preſenting fair, the 
* next Day, to make a ſecond Trial, and 
. < ſeveral Ships being diſabled in their Maſts, 
Lat Port. Louis, I judged it moſt expedient 
cc to 
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te to fend them in torefit :” Theſe three ate 
the Reaſons, connected together, why the 
Rear-Admiral abandoned this Enterprize z 
one of them (viz. the Weather) I. have 
ſhewn neither was, or could be, the Rea- 
fon of it. I fhall now obſerve, that, the 
Ships being diſabled in their Maſts, could 
not be the Reaſon, any more the ſecond 
Day than the firſt, to prevent his making 
the Trial : Therefore, the only Reaſon 
remaining, for this Conduct, muſt have 
been the firſt-mentioned one (viz.) from 
the Diſpoſitions which the Enemy had 
made, in Conſequence of their having 
gained Intelligence of our Deſign, which 
the Rear-Admiral plainly found they had 
done. I muſt own I am not very expert 


at unravelling of Riddles, but, I hope, I 


ſhall be allowed to have unravelled this, 
in aſſigning the true Reaſon of the Rear- 
Admiral's leaving St. Jago de Cuba without 
making a ſecond Attempt; and, if it did 
not argue too great a Preſumption, I would 
beg Leave to ſay, that it is not only the beſt, 
but it is the only tolerable Reaſon to be 
given why he did ſo leave it; for, if it can 
be imagined that the Rear-Admiral really 


intended to have made another Attack, 
; Not- 


3 
notwithſtanding what had been 
to him, and did not make it, becauſe the 
Weather was not fair the next Day, and 
becauſe ſeveral of the Ships had been diſ- 
abled in their Maſts at Port Louis, what 
greater Contempt can be thrown upon the 
Importance of the Expedition, which was 
not worth ſtaying a Day longer to execute? 
And what greater Reflection can be made 
upon the firſt Attempt, than his bringing 
a diſabled Squadron, which was not in a 
Condition to attempt it? I have given the 
Court this Trouble, with Reſpe& to the 
Motives of the Rear-Admiral's Conduct in 
leaving Sf. Jago, without directing a fecond 
Attempt, to ſhew, that they were the fame. 
that influenced me in acting as I did; and, 
I doubt not, that the Court will be of 
Opinion, that the Rear-Admiral's Letter 
of the 6th of April, when ſtript of its In- 
ſinuations, which are founded on falſe Facts, 
carries its Juftification of my Conduct, in 
that of his own: And, if thoſe Inſinuations 
had been true, that is, had I returned for 
no other Reaſon than from the finding a 
Ship and ſome ſmall Veſſels moored: acrofs 
the Harbour's Mouth, and had he ordered 
the Elizabeth to lead the Squadron the 

ſame 
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ſame Day, and had he, from not being able 
to execute the Service then, intended, the 
next Day, to have attempted it, if he had 
not been prevented by the Weather; 
which Intimations were, I ſuppoſe, thrown 
in to ſhew that I deſerted a Service that he, 
notwithſtanding, thought practicable; had 
theſe,'I ſay, been true, yet as Mr. Knowles 
did not ſtay to do this Service, which 
might have been done on this Suppoſition. 
He muſt, however eaſy it was, have been 
Involved in the fame Blame with myſelf, 
for having neglected it; and, give me Leave 
to ſay, that, if he thought it practicable, 
and I did not, he muſt be more culpable 
in neglecting it. I mention this, not 
to throw Blame on Mr. Knowles for not 
attempting St. Jago a ſecond Time (for, I 
think ſuch an Attempt would have been 
Madneſs to have made) or that I think my 
ſhewing him to be equally involved, with 
myſelf, in the Blame, (if there was any) 
will at all excuſe me, but to ſhew with 

how much Inveteracy he labours to poi- 

| fon my Reputation, inſomuch as not to 
ſee. how greatly it muſt injure his own. 

If the latter had been properly attended to 
| by 
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by him, he would have juſtified my. Son- 
duct, in the fulleſt Manner. 


Hz ſays, © he plainly found that the 
% Enemy had gained Intelligence of our 
Deſign, from the Diſpoſitions they had 
made; would not that Reaſon, then, 
have been ſufficient to have warranted him, 
in not attempting any Thing further, if 
thoſe Diſpoſitions made an Attempt im- 
practicable, as well as have juſtified him 
in the firſt Attempt, if without thofe 
Piſpoſitions it was practicable to have 
been made ? Would not ſuch a Reaſon 
have been ſufficient for his Conduct, with- 
out endeavouring to fall upon mine? But 
this, far from juſtifying him, condemns 
him, and therefore I might have expected 
he would have avoided doing that to him- 


ſelf, which all the World beſides would 


not, I am perſuaded, be able to convince 
him of deſerving. 


I $KALL now pals on to conſider the 
Rear-Admiral's ſecond Letter, which, to- 
gether with the one I have been ſpeaking 
to, make up my Charge (if either, or both, 


can be called a Charge.) The firſt, in- 
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deed, I preſume the Court will be of 
Opinion ought only to be had Regard to 
(if there was any Thing contained in it 
worthy their Regard) as, at the Time of 
Writing of that, the Rear-Admiral was 
fully informed of every Particular of my 
Conduct, as well as what gave Occaſion 
to it; but tho' he, therein, ſhewed an 


Inclination to fall upon me, by Inſinuations 
that were not true, yet it does not appear, 


throughout his Letter, that T am charged 


by him of Miſconduct; nor does he fay, 


that the Reaſons I gave him for my Man- 
ner of Proceeding were not a ſufficient 
Juſtification of my Conduct. The Chain 
that I reported to him to have been ſeen, 
and the Refuſal of the Pilot to take any 


further Charge of my Ship, were Conſide- 
rations, that he is far from ſaying J ought 
not to have been influenced by; his Si- 
lence on that Head, and his own after 


Conduct, plainly ſhewed, that, he thought, 
I did my Duty, in, paying a Regard to them. 
Since then, the Rear-Admiral gave this 
kind of Teſtimony of his Approbation of 
my Conduct, in his firſt Letter; it ſeems, 


at firſt Sight, a Matter of Aſtoniſhment 
that he ſhould, afterwards, make uſe of 


ſuch 
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ſuch extraordinary. Expreſſions, touching 
my Conduct, as are found in his Letter of 
the 18th of November ; but it ſeems that, 
at the Time of his Writing it, he, and Go- 
vernor Trelawney, had received certain 
Accounts of the defenceleſs, diſtreſſed Con- 
dition the Place was in when the Squadron 
was before it, and that the Governor and 
all the Officers looked upon it as gone. 
And theſe Accounts, I preſume, the Rear- 
Admiral would have believed I was madeac- 
quainted with, whilſt I was before the Place, 
tho” he was then ignorant of them himſelf; 
I preſume this he would have believed, if 
he means to make them a Charge againſt 
me: If this is the Caſe, he will do well to 
produce his Evidence to that Fact; if he 
cannot do this, he may juſt as reaſonably 
call the Governor and Officers, Fools, for 
looking upon the Place as gone, let their 
Condition have been never ſo weak, and 
the Place ever ſo much in our Power, ſince 
they found aſterwards that the Ships went 
away without firing a Shot upon them. 
But, perhaps, the Governor and Officers 
would fay, in their Defence, that they 
could not tell that the Squadron would go 


away without taking the Place, and that 


F 2 they 
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they could 1 judge of their Danger, 
from the Condition and Readineſs the 


Squadron ſeemed to be i in, for an Attack 
upon it, and therefore, at that Time, 
they thought they had a great deal to fear 
from it —A Phyfician, when his Patient 


is dead, may, by opening him, diſcover 
the Defect, which, if he had known be- 


fore, he might have conquered ; and juſt 
as eaſy the Rear-Admiral finds it to take a 
Place when the weak Condition of it is 
known, which, for want of knowing 
ſooner, he conſidered as in a very diffe- 
rent Condition, and acted conformable to 
that Opinion, he, then, had of it, for, - 
muſt remind him that, in his Letter of 
the 6th of April he is pleaſed to ſay, 
From theſe Diſpoſitions -which the Ene- 
my had made we plainly found they had 
gained Intelligence of our Deſign,” from 
Which, I ſhall obſerve, that the Rear-Ad- 
miral, at that Time, believed the Enemy 
had made Diſpoſitions to receive us, but 
no other Proof, ſure, is wanting, to prove 
this to be the Admiral's Belief, than his 
leaving the Place without making himſelf 
Maſter of it; or does the Rear-Admiral 
chuſe that the World ſhould believe, that 


he 
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he brought a Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships 
before St. Jago de Cuba, in order to at- 
tack and take it, and though he knew the 
Place was in a defenceleſs, diſtreſſed Con- 
dition, inſomuch that the Governor and 
Officers looked upon it as gone, he, not- 
withſtanding, went away, though he knew 
there was not the leaſt Difficulty to be 
met with in taking it Would the Rear- 
Admiral have the World think he acted 
ſo ſcandalous and trifling a Part? — Vet 
J muſt affirm that he will anthorize them 
in thinking ſo, if he does not declare that 
he did not imagine, at this time, the Place 
he was before to be in ſo diſtreſſed and de- 
fenceleſs a Condition, as he afterwards 
learnt it to be then in; nay, farther, it 
is for his Honour, to have it thought that 
he not only did not believe the Place to be 
in that defen celeſs, diſtreſſed Condition; 
but he likewiſe believed it to be in ſo good 
a Condition, that, with the Force he had, 
it would have been highly imprudent to 
have attempted it. And, if this he did 
believe, as by his Conduct he proved that 
he did, Why was not I to believe jit too? 
What Means of Intelligence had J better 
than the Rear-Admiral? Was he not in- 


formed 
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formed of the State and Condition of the 
Place as fully as I was? And, if the Intel- 
ligence, I received, weighed with me, it 
alſo weighed equally with him? Why 
then are they called Captain Dent's imagi- 
nary Booms, Chains and Fire-ſhips ? 
Since, for as good Reaſon, they may be 
called Rear-Admiral Knew/es's imaginary 
Booms, Chains and Fireſhips; for if they 
were imaginary, I do inſiſt upon it 
that he is as much entitled to have 
them put to the Account of his Ima- 
gination, as I am to have them. put to 
mine, as I never told him that I ſaw the 
Booms or Chains myſelf, and therefore my 
Imagination was founded, as was his, 
upon Evidence of others. —And, with re- 
ſpect to the Fireſhips, which he ſays alſo 
were imaginary, he will not, ſurely, for- 
get, that he ordered the Ships to furl 
their Fore-ſails to prevent their being 
fired by thoſe imaginary Fireſhips. 
——— This Paſſage in the Rear-Admiral's 
Letter, relating to imaginary Booms, 
Chains, and Fireſhips, &c. being very 
obſcure and of doubtful Meaning (if not 
altogether unintelligible) eſpecially as it is 
connected 
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connected with the Paſſage next to it; I 
have therefore rather gueſſed at his Mean- 
ing than underſtood it ; I have ſuppoſed 
that he intended to fay, that the Booms, 
Chains, and Fireſhips, which Captain 
Dent reported to me, his Officers had de- 
clared they ſaw, proved to be imaginary 
ones, fince they were not really there ; 
whether his Words will countenance this 
Suppoſition, the Court will judge. His 
Words are (after ſpeaking of the defence- 
leſs, diſtreſſed Condition St. Jago was in, 
and the Governor and Officers looking upon 
it as gone) as follows; © For inſtead of 
“ Captain Dent's imaginary Booms, Chains, 
te and Fire Ships,” to which are joined 
theſe, © they had not three Lengths of 
« Match in the Place.” Theſe Words, 
inſtead and imaginary do ſo perplex the 
Senſe and Meaning of this Paſſage, that I 
wonder the Rear-Admiral's Imagination 
ſhould not furniſh him with ſome better 
inſtead of them; if by theſe Words, in- 
ce ſtead of Captain Dent's imaginary Booms, 
% Chains, and Pire-Ships'' the Rear-Admi- 
ral means, there were not any imagina- 
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ry Booms, Chains, and Fireſhips, 1 do 
moſt readily. agree with him that there 
were not any imaginary Booms, Chains, 
and Fireſhips, for what I informed him of 
were real ones; and if the Rear-Admiral 
means that inſtead of thoſe imaginary 
Booms, Fc. the Enemy had not three 
Lengths of Match in the Place to make 
imaginary Booms, Chains and Fireſhips, of, 
(which, I ſuppoſe, he muſt mean as the 
Length of Match has, in the Rear-Admi- 
ral's Letter, plainly a Relation to thoſe 
Things) I muſt beg Leave to ſay that how- 
ever neceſſary more Lengths of Match than 
what the Enemy are ſaid to have had, 
might have been to the Compoſition of 
imaginary Booms, Chains, Sc. yet I do 
not imagine, that in the Compoſition of 
real Booms, Chains, &c. Lengths of 
Match are any Ways neceſſary; and if that 
is the Caſe, it can be no Way material to 
the Booms, Chains, &c. whether there 
were not three, or whether there were 
three thouſand Lengths of Match in the 
Place; neither does this Aſſertion of the 
Rear-Admiral's, I apprehend, the leaft 


prove 
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prove that the Enemy had not Booms, 
Chains, and Fire-ſhips, fince they might 
have been there, though not three Lengths 
of Match had been in the Place; the Rear- 
Admiral goes on to ſay, The Gum 
* Carriages, and Plat-forms were ſo rotten 
that of the five or fix Guns they fired 
at him, two broke down, one killed the 
Man that fired it, and the other's Thigh 
was broke, nor would they have fired 
three Guns more, had he gone on, in- 
« deed he could not have had even the 
« Fire of thoſe five or fix, had he not re- 
e turned back upon the Viſion of a Chain, 
e for he had paſſed by them.” It is, ſure- 
ly, a great Misfortune to this Country, 
that the Rear-Admiral, who knew the 
weak Condition of this Place, ſhould leave 
it in Poſſeſſion of the Enemy, but it ſeems 
he did not know this till afterwards, or elſe 
he muſt undoubtedly have taken it. Does he 
then think that I knew the Condition of 
it better than him at the Time he was be- 
fore it? I do aſſure him I did not; for the 
ſame Information I had of it, he alſo had, 
but, it ſeems, he knew better afterwards: 
G But 
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But how did he know it, by Accounts he 
received ſince he was there; but may not 
theſe Accounts be imaginary? Since the 


Accounts that I received, from my Offi- 


cers, with Reſpect to the Boom and Chain, 
it ſeems are ſo; It is, I apprehend, nb 
Way material to me, whether the Chain 


they declared they ſaw, was a Viſion or 


no, fince I acted upon their Intelligence, 
and the Conſequences it cauſed in the Pilot. 
But I muſt think that their Intelli- 
gence, and that of Mr. Biclerton, with 
Regard to there being a Chain, ought as 
little 'to be treated as imaginary, as the 
Account given by the-Rear-Adtniral, which 
has not any ſpecified Authority to ſupport 
it; or let him have what Authority he will, 
it can only raiſe a Beliefin him of the Truth 
of it, and a Belief of -the Report made of 
a Chain, I could not but have, at the 
Time it was made to me, and my Situa- 
tion, Time, and Declaration of the Pilot, 
Sc. would not permit me to delay a Mo- 
ment longer. Was I to go on, when if 1 
had, a Retreat would become impoſſible? 

And 
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And was I to do this, when the Pilot had 
abſolutely refuſed taking Charge of the 
Ship ? 


The Rear-Admiral, hitherto, in the 


Words I have taken Notice of, having 
reaſoned, on 2 Suppolition of there being 
no Boom, Chain or Fire-ſhips, has never 
declared what my Conduct ſhould have 
been, ſuppoſing a Chain, Boom and Fire- 
ſhips in my Way: Nay, from his firſt Let- 
ter, by his affixing no Blame upon me in 
that Part of it where he mentions a Chain 
a- croſs, and Veſſels hayled up to fet us on 
fire, declared by my Officers, and the Con- 
fuſion of the Pilot thereupon, who refuſed 
to take Charge of the Ship any longer, it is 
plain that he has nothing to find fault with, 
for my having been influenced, by thoſe 
Conſiderations, to act as I did; but, now, 
having heard thoſe Booms, Chains and 
Fireſhips were all imaginary, that the Ene- 
my had not three Lengths of Match, that 
their Gun - Carriages were rotten, that they 
would not have fired three Guns more had 


1 gone on; upon this Intelligence he gives 


G 2 me 


\ \ \ . 
EI _—_— N 7 I —_—_ r 2 "Y __ 8 © p 
- j . . * 1 
pu * _ _ — — o—_— — — — — — — — —— 1 — * n —_— 
———— —— — — —— K „% Mo EL. — —? — — — 


G4) 


me no Quarter ; but, perhaps this Re- 


flexion coming a-croſs him, either that this 


Intelligence was falſe, or that my being 


ignorant of the weak, defenceleſs Condi- 
tion of the Enemy which he ſets forth, and 
being informed of Obſtructions in my 


Way, and judging that, whether they were 
there or not, it makes no Difference with 


Reſpect to my Conduct, he takes an 
infallible Method to ſtop up every Hole 
that I might creep out at, for, ſays the 
Rear-Admiral, * but allowing a Boom, 
« or any other greater Difficulty, to have 


been in our Way, after he had ſollicit- 


* ed' me fo ſtrongly to lead the Van, 
<« he ought never to have returned ba 

The Reaſon, and the only one, ed 
why I was not to have returned back tho” 


the greateſt Difficulty had been in my Way, 


was, becauſe I had ſollicited the Rear- 
Admiral fo ftrongly, to lead the Van; why, 
ſurely, the Rear-Admiral does not think- 
that my folliciting him to lead the Van 
made the Service, to be done, more or leſs 
practicable, than if he had given me Di- 
rections to lead without my having ſol- 

licited 
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licited at all for it? The Queſtion, I ap- 
prehend, is, whether the Service appear- 
ed praQticable, to be attempted, in my 
Situation; and, if it did appear ſo, it was 
to have been attempted whether I ſollicited 
to lead the Van or not: But my ſolliciting 
it is, I think, a "ſtrange Reaſon for at- 
tempting a Service that is impraCticable ; 
for, I ſuppoſe, the Rear-Admiral will ad- 
mit, that, whether it was ſo or not, the 
entering of the Harbour, and the taking of 
Saint Jago de Cuba, might have been im- 
practicable, allowing the greateft Difficulty 
that can be imagined to have been in the 
May; nay, I am perſwaded, that he will 
admit this for his own Sake; and farther, 
that it appeared impracticable to him, from 
his own Obſervation, and the Reports made 
to him by others, to attempt that Place 
even with thoſe Difficulties in the Way as 
were imagined by him to be after my Re- 
turn to him ; but what he admits, or not, is 
not at all material ; one of theſe two Things 
I muſt infiſt on, either that he would have 
had me have attempted a Service that was 
impraCicable, or that he neglected to do a 
. Service 
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Service he thought praRicable to be done; 
therefore, unlefs he pleads guilty for him- 
ſelf, he cannot poſſibly charge me with 
neglecting the Service in Queſtion, and 
affirm it to have been praQticable ; and, if 
the Service was impracticable, the charg- 
ing me with not having attempted it, is 
either a Charge upon his own Underſtand- 
ing, or ſhews a Want of a proper Regard 
to the Preſervation of his Majeſty's Ships, 
which he would have had ridiculouſly 
thrown away upon an Attempt that was 
impracticable, in his own Opinion, to 
make. And this done, for no better a Rea- 
ſon, than my having ſollicited him to. lead 
the Van, which Sollicitation, if the Rear- 
Admiral had been diſpoſed to have applied 
it rightly, would have been explained in 
my Favour, and this Preſumption have been 
collected from it, that, as I was ſo deſirous 
of that Station, I did not quit it without 
juſt and ſufficient Cauſe. But, it ſeems, 
the Rear-Admiral in his ſecond Letter (tho' 
not in his firſt) argues as if no Cauſe was 
lafficient for that Purpoſe, becauſe I deſired 
to lead the Van; why then would not the 
Rear- 
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Rear-Admiral, if he had thought ſo, have 
directed me, at all Events, to proceed, tho 
a Boom, or any other greater Difficulty, 
ſhould be in my Way; if he had done that, 
he need not then have urged that weak Rea- 
ſon, he now does, for my not proceeding on: 
But, it ſeems, the Rear-Admiral makes a 
Difference between what I was to have 
done, and what he would have taken upon 
himſelf to direct me to do; for when I told 
him, at his expreſſing at firſt ſome Diſſatis- 
faction at my Return, that I would, if he 
thought proper to give me thoſe Orders, 
proceed, at all Events, to attempt the Place 
we were before: He was very far from giving 
me any ſuch Orders, from which Circum- 
ſtance alone it will, I make no Doubt, ap- 
pear to the Court, that the Rear-Admiral's 
Orders for the Attack of St. Jago de Cuba, 
did not extend to direct the attacking it in 
the Condition it appeared to be in on my 
Approach to it, and that, if they had done 
ſo, I was ready to have executed them. In- 
deed, the Rear-Admiral laying the Obliga- 
tion of my proceeding on, on my having 
ſollicited to lead the Van, plainly implies 

that 


( 48 ) 

that his Orders did not lay that Obligation 
upon me; ſo that had I proceeded, and 
failed of Succeſs on Account of the Impedi- 
ments and Obſtructions he at that Time was 
not acquainted with, the whole Blame of 
the Miſcarriage muſt have laid at my Door, 
on Account of having gone beyond the In- 
tention of my Orders, the Foundation of 
which would have appeared to be fixed on 
a Dependance of the Harbour's Mouth be- 
ing entirely open; and, that this was their 
Foundation, the Rear-Admiral's written 
and verbal Orders do moſt abundantly ſhew : 
—As the Means the Rear-Admiral directed 
be uſed, and the Difficulties he provided 
againſt, muſt point out the Nature of the 
Service he expected to be done, I ſhall 
here tranſcribe fuch a Part of the Rear- 
Admiral's Orders as have Relation to the 
going into the Harbour of St. Jago, that 
the Means he directed, and the Difficulties 
he apprehended might ariſe, may appear to 
the Court: As the Entrance of the Har- 
e bour is very narrow, and oftentimes 
* Ships in going in, from the Height of 
*© the Land an the Eaſt Side, are becalm- 
| cc ed, 
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tt ed, or have little flattering Breezes, you 


te are to have your Long Boat upon your off 


Quarter, with a Stream Anchor and tw6 
te Hawſers in; and all your other Boats 
* manned ready to tow her out, to drop it, 
te for your warping in, ſhould the Breeze 
e happen to fail you, and to have your 
* Stream Anchor hanging at your Gun- 
* room Port, and the Cable coiled in the 
* Gun- room, ready to let go to caſt her 
te or ſteady her againſt the Battery, ſhould 
te there be Occafion ; and, in Caſe of your 
* wanting any Boats to help you, you are 
te to hoiſt a Dutch Enſign at the Mizen 
© Peak, and fire a Gun on your Off-fide ; 
e and, as the Harbour is ſo very narrow, 
* that the Smoke of your Guns, might not 
* only hinder your own ſeeing how to get in, 
te but alſo the next Ship to you, you are to 
te give ſtrict Command, that not one Gun 
* 1s fired, till your Ship is properly an- 
« chored and placed againſt the Battery: 
Theſe are the Directions, with reſpect to 
going into the Harbour of St. Jago de Cu- 
ba, that are contained in the Rear-Admi- 
ral's written Orders; and, with Relation 
to His verbal Orders, I have already ob- 
ſerved, that he directed me to furl my 
A — 9 Fore- 
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Foreſail, as well as Mainſail, to prevent 
its being fired by my imaginary Fire-ſhips, 
to arm me againſt which, he alfo ordered 
the Ships of the Squadron to ſend on 
Board me all their Fire-Grapplings, &c. 
—lt ſeems, then that the principal things 
provided againſt by the Rear-Admiral, 
were Fire-Ships, Calms, and the Smoke 
of the Guns, but not the leaſt Mention is 
made of a Chain or Boom ; and, indeed, 
there was no Need of it, ſince the Rear- 
Admiral proceeded upon a Certainty of the 
Harbour's being open, wiſhing the Cap- 
tains Joy of it; and, upon this Certainty, 
he gives Directions, in Caſe of a Calm, 
for me to warp my Ship in; but I don't 
ſuppoſe that the Rear-Admiril would have 
given theſe Directions, if he had had any 
Thoughts of a Chain or a Boom, unleſs 
he thinks I could have warped over them; 
neither can I ſuppoſe that, if a Chain or 
Boom had been in Queſtion, he would 
have directed me to have furled my Fore- 
ſail, as I apprehend, in order to break a 
5 or Chain; a Ship cannot have too 
much Sail ſet. It appears, then, that the 
Rear- Admiral gave ſuch Directions that, 
either with Wind or without, cannot be 
| te- 
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reconcileable to the Expectation of a Boom 
or Chain, ſince his Orders, for my Manner 
of going into the Harbour, were ſuited only 
to the going into an open Harbour; for, how 
abſurd muſt it have been for me to have at- 
tempted warping over a Chain, which in 
a Calm I muſt have done to have gone 
into it, and as that I could not do, and as 
] was to give ſtrict Command not to fire 
one Gun till my Ship was properly an- 
chored, which could not be till I had paſſed 
beyond the Chain or Boom, I muſt there- 
fore have laid with my Ship a-butt in the 
Water, for the Enemy to divert them- 
ſelves with in firing at, without daring to 
return a Gun at them again ; but this Con- 
duct, I am perſuaded, the Rear-Admiral 
will not ſay his Orders directed; and if 
his Orders did not dire& that, they did 
not, then, direct me to attempt going in- 
to the Harbour with a Chain or Boom a- 
croſs it, either with or without Wind, 
ſince the Order is not made further obli- 
gatory in the one Caſe than the other, and, 
therefore, as the Rear-Admiral's Orders 
did not direct my attempting an Entrance 
into the Harbour, with a Boom or Chain 
appoſed to it, I muſt, conſequently, have 

XL H 2 acted 
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ated without his Orders, had I endea- 
voured it otherwiſe than ] did, and in di- 
rect Contradiction to the plain Senſe and 
Meaning of his Orders, which were found- 
ed on a Confidence of the Harbour's being 
open, as appears by the Declaration he 
made upon that Head, and the Means he 
directed to be employed in getting into it; 
therefore, in bare Compliance to the Rear- 
Admiral's Orders alone, I could not have act- 
edotherwiſe than I did, when I received In- 
formation of the Place being ſhut up by a 
Chain. As the Rear-Admiral had depend- 
ed upon my meeting with no ſuch Ob- 
ſtruction, this Diſcovery, I thought, was 
top material not to acquaint the Rear-Ad- 
miral with, and, it is plain, he thought 
it ſo, by declining all further Attempts 
after he was made acquainted with it ; 
which alone ſhews that he never would 
have directed it to have been attempted 
at all, if he had known, before I proceed- 
ed, what he knew at my Return; the firſt 
Motive then, to my Conduct, aroſe from 
a ſtrict Obſervance of the Rear-Admiral's 
Orders, in not acting contrary to them, 
which I, moſt certainly, ſhould have done, 
if J had attempted the Harbour of St. Jago 
dio 
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de Cuba, under another Condition of De. 
fence than the Rear-Adtniral apprehended 
it to be in; for, to comply with Orders in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe, can never extend beyond 
the complying with. them under the ſame 
Situation the Admiral ſaw things when 
he gave them; and, whoever does more, 
acts not upon the Admiral's Plan, but up- 
on his own, nor can he be ſaid to execute 
his Orders in attempting what never ap- 
pears to have occurred to the Admiral's 
Thoughts, 


Taz next Motive to my Conduct pro- 
ceeded from the preſſing Remonſtrances of 
Capt. Blyke, Capt. Willis, and my Pi- 
lot, who all declared it impracticable to 
force an Entrance with the Ship thro' ſo 
many Obſtacles as appeared : The Concur- 
rence in Opinion of three Men approved 
by the Rear-Admiral to adviſe and aſſiſt 
me in this Attempt, as being able in every 
Reſpect, and acquainted with the Naviga- 
tion and Situation of the Harbour, could 
not fail of giving additional Weight to the 
Conſiderations before-mentioned ; and, if 
their Opinion was not to have its Weight, 
J deſire to know, of the Rear-Admiral, 

for 
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for what Purpoſe he ſent them on Board 
me (that is to ſay) Capt. Blyke and Capt. 
Willis, the former of which (as I have al- 
ready informed the Court) was to have 
commanded my Ship, by the Rear-Ad- 
Admiral's Order, in Caſe of my being taken 
off or diſabled; were then the Remon- 
ſtrances and Repreſentations of a Man 
whom the Admiral had appointed to ſuc- 
ceed me, in this important Service, to be 
treated with no Regard ? Will the Rear- 
Admiral have ſo high a Dependance upon 
him, and ſhall I have none, notwithſtand- 
ing he was ſent to adviſe and aſſiſt me? 
But, it ſeems, the Rear-Admiral has a 
Privilege of acting the ſame thing, upon 
fimilar Moti ves with me; but tho' I am in 
theWrong, he is neyertheleſs in the Right, 


Two of the Reaſons of my Conduct I 
have already mentioned to the Court, and 
the third I am now going to ſpeak of was 
the Pilot's declaring that it would be a vain 
unſucceſsful Attempt, and that, if I per- 
ſiſted in it, I muſt take it upon myſelf, 
and at my own Riſk, as he would no lon- 
ger take upon him the Charge of the Ship ; 


I doubt not, the Court, will be of Opinion 
that, 


E 
that, on this Declaration alone, without any 
other Reaſon for my Conduct, I muſt have 
returned, for, how could I anſwer to take 
upon me to do what had been refuſed to be 
done by the Man to whom the Charge of 


the Ship was given? If a Pilot was thought 
neceſſary to carry my Ship into the Har- 
bour, I could not proceed without one; 
and, if I had attempted to proceed of my- 
ſelf, I ſhould have taken a Charge from a 
Perſon to whom the Rear-Admiral gave it, 
and therein have acted contrary to his Or- 
ders; the Rear-Admiral, very juſtly, thought 
me not qualified to carry a Ship into an 
Enemy's Harbour, where I had never been, 
and therefore entruſted that Concern with 
a Perſon he judged fitly qualified for it, 
and into which Harbour I have heard, no 
Ship ever yet could fail directly up, being 
prevented either by a Calm or an eddy 
Wind, which takes them aback, and, 
therefore, the Spaniards, whenever a Ship 
comes in, have a Launch with a Cable in 
her, ready to carry on Board of them, as 
foon as they get to the Moors Caſtle, for 
then the eddy Wind that comes down the 
Gully between the Moors Caſtle and the 

Eſtrella, takes them aback, and would in- 


fallibly 


= = an 
fallibly put them Ge the Weſtern Shore; 
if they were not brought up by that Cable; 


 whichis faſt to an Anchor on Shore in the 


Bite, between the two Caſtles ; this Ac- 
count (which I had ſeen before our Expe- 
dition to St. Jago de Cuba) is given, upon 
Oath, by William Scott, and which is to 
be found in the 214th Page of a Book in- 
titled, Original Papers relating to the Expe- 
dition to the and of Cuba, from whence, 
alſo, I beg Leave to take two other Ex- 
tracts, the firſt of which is from a Letter 
wrote by Admiral Vernon to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, Page 102, 103, 104. © On 
te having diſpatched the Convoy to Ja- 
te maica, as well as my Letters to your 
« Grace, I put to Sea in the Orford, to 
te reconnoitre the Entrance into the Har- 


« bour of Sr. Jago (as I mentioned my In- 
te tention of doing) on that firſt Leiſure 


eee for it; I had with me there, the Dept- 


« ford. that was cruizing off there, the 
* Montague 1 carried with me, and my 
e Sloop, Tender, which on m oy coming 
« .off there, I ſent nearer in, with a Letter 
« from me to the Governor of St. Jago, 
of the zd of September, for the Sloop to 
«« ſend aſhore to the Moors Caſtle, by his 

«© Boat, 
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te Boat, with a Flag of Truce (a Copy of 
*© which Letter I ſend your Grace incloſed) 
* and you will obſerve by it, that our 
View, beſides a near Inſpection, was to 
have procured a Releaſe of Capt. Wilks, 
© by whom I hoped to have learnt ſome 
ce further Intelligence of their preſent Situa- 
tion; I had Capt. Durell in the Sloop, 
te beſides one of my Lieutenants, for making 
te the beſt Obſervations they could, and 
for Captain Durell's ſketching out a 
© Draught of it; ſo that we had a fair 
Opportunity of making our Obſerva- 
* tions: And we had carefully done the 
cc ſame on the Coaſt down thither, the 
te two Harbour's Mouths being but two 
* Leagues aſunder, upon a W.S.W.+ 8. 
e Courſe, upon the unanimous Reports 
e of all my Officers, that the attacking 
„St. Jago by Sea is impracticable. The 
* Harbour's outh of Sr. Jago lies in a 
e deep Bite, the Land to the Weſtward 
* of the Moors Caſtle extending far out 
© to the Southward, I judge about S. W. 
te by S. which occaſions much more Sea in 
e that Bite, than in the open Channel 
« without it, and I found, as it had been 
reported by others, that though you 

I have 


4 


have a freſh Sea Breeze in the Offirg, 


ce yet when you come within four or 
« five Miles of the Land the Wind begins 
* to die away, and the Swell throws you 


«wholly upon the Lee Shore, to the Weſt- 
ward of the Harbour, and as it is all an 
* Iron Shore, and no Anchorage off it, 
< no Ship dares approach too near, with- 
e out being ſecure of a leading Gale to lay 


* it off agaiu; and my Sloop, who had 
* brought the Moors-Caſtle N. by E. 
found herſelf under that Apprehenſion; 


and they were obliged to get to their Oars, 


« and found it a hard Taſk, in three 


Hours rowing againſt the Swell, to gain 
one half Mile, for getting into the Sea- 
' *© Breeze again, ſo that it is not a ſafe Har- 


e bour for even a friendly Ship to frequent, 


and Experience ſhews they have not 


* frequented it much, and as I apprehend, 
they muſt run in cloſe to the Shore to 
« Windward of the Harbours-Mouth, and 
« ſo drive down cloſe under the Moors- 


_« Caſtle, and drop an Anchor there, and 


then warp in. 


<« T had the ſame Bearings off the Moors- 
* Caſtle as the Sloop about five Miles off, 
"y ** but 
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4 but the Wind failing, I did not dare to 
venture nearer, for fear of not clearing 
ce the Lee-ſhore; and that was not far e- 
© nough to Leeward to open the Fftrella 
Battery, that lies on the Eaſtern Side, 
e juſt above the Moors-Caſtle; fo that I 
could not, in that Bearing, even ſee the 
Entrance of the Harbour open, which 
% muſt, by the high Lands on each Side 
* appearing ſo near each other, be exceed- 
ce ing narrow, and to be ſure, you muſt 
* make good a N. N. E. Courſe ; or more 
“ Faſterly to ſteer in with the Channel, 

and as a conſtant Swell ſets ſtrong to 
« Leeward, - muſt lie up much more 
*« Eaſterly, for making that Courſe good: 
Had it appeared to me a practicable 
Scheme in any Light, vexed with a 
Conduct that appeared to me unaccount- 
* able in the general, I believe I ſhould 
have been as fool-hardy as any one could 
e have wiſhed me; but I could not re- 
« ſolve to throw his Majeſty's Ships away 
* againſt the Rocks without the leaſt 24 . 

5: pearance of Succeſs.“ | 


To this Account of the Admiral's I 
beg leave to ſubjoin one extracted out of 
I 2 the 
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the me Book, fo. 218, 219, being Part 
of the Depoſition of two Spaniards, In- 
habitants of St. Jago de Cuba. — The 
« Deponents further ſay, that they were 
e under no Apprehenfions from the Ship- 
* ping, the Entrance into the Harbour, 
te being very narrow, and deep Water cloſe 
* to their Fortifications, beſides they had 
« Veſſels ready to fink in the Mouth of 
e the Harbour, which would have made 
te an Entrance into it altogether impoſſible. 
-Theſe Deponent's further ſay, that 

te ſince the Engliſb Fleet and Army left 
the Iſland of Cuba, the Town of St. 
„% Jago has been reinforced both with 
c Men and Ammunition ; and that about 
e four hundred Workmen had ſince been 


2 4 conſtantly employed in reparing 
* their Fortifications, 


From what has been before taken No- 
tice of, and from theſe ſeveral Accounts, 
all of which there is the greateſt Reaſon to 
depend on, both as they were collected by 
Admiral Vernon, from the Depoſitions of 
others, or are Repreſentations of what he 
himfelf was a Witneſs to, it will, I doubt 
not appear to the Court, that I muſt have 

| acted 


4 


acted the Part of a Madman, if I had gone 
on for the Reaſon given by the Rear-Ad- 
miral, vig. becauſe I had ſollicited him fo 
ſtrongly to lead the Van, when the plain 
Meaning of his Orders, the Repreſenta- 
tions of thoſe he had ſent to adviſe and 
aſſiſt me in this Enterprize, and the Be- 
haviour of the Pilot, to whom he had 
given the Care of conducting my Ship in- 
to the Harbour, (and, in that, had forbid 
me taking that upon myſelf:) When all 
theſe Things ſo ſtrongly oppoſed it, and 
Lafily, when the Impoſſibility of ſucceed- 
ing was manifeſt, which, I believe, will 
appear to the Court, both from the Evi- 
dence, and the Accounts publiſhed by 
Admiral Vernon, the Credit of which, I 
doubt not, will out-weigh the unſup- 
ported Aſſertions of the Rear-Admiral, 
the latter Part of whoſe Letter I am now 
to ſpeak to, where he ſays,. —© A good 
« Officer would have thought the more 
« Difficulty to encounter, the more Ho- 
* nour, but he has given the Publick as 
« well as myſelf Reaſon to regret his Inſta- 
« bility ;' whether my Conduct will au- 
thorize a Charge of Inſtability, the Court 
will determine, and whether the Publick 

| have 
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have Reaſon to regret my Behaviour, or to 
be ſatisfied with it, they will alſo judge 
of. But that the Rear-Admiral has no 
Right to mark me as the only Object for 
the Reſentment of the Publick to fall upon 
on theſe Accounts, muſt appear from his 
own Inſtability, in bringing a Squadron of 
his Majeſty's Ships to attempt a Place, and 
leaving it without making any Impreſſion 
upon it, which he moſt undoubtedly 
might have done, if the Publick have 
Reaſon to regret my not having done it, 
which I ſuppoſe is what he means by my 
Inſtability; I fay, the Regret of the 
Publick muſt be as applicable to the Rear- 
Admiral, as myſelf; and, if it ſhould ap- 
pear that the Squadron returned without 
doing any Thing, becauſe it was imprac- 
ticable for any Thing to be done, my Juſ- 
tification muſt follow upon fuch a Confeſ- 
fion ; and if there is any Diſgrace attending 
the Enterprize, I preſume, it belongs all 
to the Rear-Admiral who brought the 
Squadron before the Place: And, as to 
the Rear-Admiral's Afertion, © that a good 
* Officer would have thought the more 
« Difficulty to encounter the more Ho- 
nour, I would for his Sake, not believe 

it 
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it to be his O n ſince if it is, it muſk 


bear very hard upon himſelf in that In- 
ſtance of his Conduct, in this Expedition, 
| where he ordered Captain Andrews, of the 
Morceſter, to carry into the Harbour, and 
wear his Flag; and the Reaſon he gave, 
for this unprecedented Order, was, that 
there would be warm Work where the 
Flag was, and added, that he would go 
himſelf, in the Canterbury, under the 
high Land, and throw Cohorn Shells 
from thence into the Moors Caſtle; in 
which Situation the Admiral would have 
been ſo far ſeparated from his Majeſty's 
Squadron, then under his immediate Com- 
mand, as to be totally excluded from the 
Power of obſerving what paſſed during 
the Attack, and, conſequently, of judg- 
ing what further Orders or Signals might 
have become neceſſary to be given or 
made, although he had thought proper to 
annex to his Orders three particular Signals 
which might be made during the Attack; 

and in dach intended 3 1 take 
Leave to obſerve, the Rear-Admiral could 
not have been very intent on being expoſed 
himſelf to the greateſt Danger, as in that Si- 
tuation he would have been expoſed to 


none 
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that he Would have laid Claim to as much 
Honour as Captain Aridrews, though he 
had been i in Work, which, it ſeems, would 
have been warmer than was convenient for 
the Rear-Admiral to be in; though from 
the Accounts received by Governor e- 
Jowney, and himſelf, of the defeneeleſs, 
2 Condition the Place was then in; 
the Rear-Admiral need not, it ſeems, kive 
apprehended warm Work, fince the Ene- 
my fired but five or fax Guns, nor would 
they, according to thoſe Accounts, have 
fired three Guns more had I gone on. 
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„ As to my own Conduct, in Times of 
"© Danger, I hope, it has been always ſuch, 
nas that have never avoided it, When it 
has been my Duty to engage in it; more 
Honour than this I do not pretend to have 
any Claim to, but, I hope, always to be 
allowed as much, in Tranſactions of a 
publick or private Nature, as is neceſſary 
to ſupport the e — an Officer. - * 
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